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Minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 12th 
March 2018 at 7.00pm at The Old Station, Groombridge 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs Marcus Tarling (Chair), Cllr Stephen Whittaker,  
Cllr Robin Ashby, Cllr Di Kelly,Cllr Anne Jenkins,  
 
In attendance: Natalie Brett – Assistant Clerk (minutes) 
 
 

Members of the public are encouraged to come to the meetings and there is a 10 
minute opportunity at the start of the meeting for them to address the Planning 
Committee. There were no members of the public present. 
 
1. ENQUIRE WHETHER ANYONE PRESENT INTENDS TO FILM, 

PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR RECORD THE MEETING: None. 
 
2. APOLOGIES: Cllr Jill Pardey, Cllr Jonathan Kelly 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None 
 

4. MINUTES 
4.1. Notes of the meeting held on 27th February 2018 

001379 RESOLVED that the notes of the meeting held on 27th February 2018 be taken 
as read and signed by the Chairman. 
4.2 Minutes of the meeting held on 12th February 2018 

001380 RESOLVED that the notes of the meeting held on 12th February 2018 be taken 
as read and signed by the Chairman 
4.3. Matters Arising – None 

 

5. ENFORCEMENT –No items. 

 

6. NEW AGRICULTURAL BUILDING, BEECH GREEN LANE 

It was noted that a new building had been erected and the planning 

committee were unsure if this had required planning permission. The 

Assistant Clerk was asked to contact Wealden District Planning to request 

clarification. Members of the planning committee were asked to provide the 

Assistant Clerk with guidance on the exact location. 

Action: Assistant Clerk to contact Wealden Planning for clarification. 
 

7. ATTENDANCE AT WDC PLANNING COMMITTEE NORTH RE: 

APPLICATION NO. WD/2017/1444/F 

The committee discussed the meeting with District Cllr Howell of the 20th 

February and the notes from the telephone conversation between the Clerk 

and District Cllr Howell that followed. It was agreed by majority that on this 

occasion the committee would not make an official complaint and would give 

the opportunity to see if changes are evident. However it was further noted 

that should the committee feel that standards had not improved in the future it 

would be prepared to make an official complaint.  
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8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

8.1 WD/2018/0335/F OAKLANDS, ORCHARD RISE, GROOMBRIDGE, TN3 
9RX. PROPOSED USE OF EXISTING CARE HOME FOR ELDERLY 
PEOPLE AS A CARE HOME FOR PEOPLE WITH LEARNING 
DISABILITIES (comments by 26 March 2018) 
It was noted that this would be accommodation for 7 residents with 
learning disabilities to live and help be integrated into the village. The style 
of the building would not be changed. 

Withyham Parish Council supports the application. 
 
8.2 WD/2018/0270/F 1 STONE COTTAGE, MOTTS HILL, GROOMBRIDGE, TN3 

9PE. SINGLE STOREY DETACHED HOME OFFICE AND GYM WITH W.C. 
BUILT ON SITE OF PREVIOUS DERELICT SHED ADJACENT TO 
COTTAGE (Comments by 21 March 2018) 

Withyham Parish Council supports the application. 
 
8.3 WD/2018/0294/F CHERRY GARDEN COTTAGE, CHERRY GARDENS HILL, 

GROOMBRIDGE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, TN3 9NY. REMOVAL OF 
CONSERVATORY, ERECT DOUBLE STOREY AND SINGLE STOREY 
EXTENSION. INTERNAL LAYOUT CHANGES TO FIRST FLOOR (comments 
by 19 March 2018) 

Withyham Parish Council supports the application. 
 

001381 RESOLVED that the observations on planning issues detailed in these minutes 
be submitted to the Planning Authority 

 

9. PLANNING DECISIONS 

 APPROVED 
9.1 WD/2017/2455/F DEMOLISH EXISTING ATCOST BARN AND REPLACE 

WITH A DWELLING ON A SITE ADJACENT TO THE BARN, WITH 
ASSOCIATED PARKING AND LANDSCAPING DUCKINGS FARM, 
WITHYHAM ROAD, WITHYHAM, TN7 4BE – Noted. 

9.2 WD/2017/2794/F DEMOLITION OF EXISTING ASBESTOS GARAGE AND 
REPLACEMENT WITH OAK FRAMED CART BARN LANTERN COTTAGE, 
SCHOOL LANE, ST JOHNS, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1SB. – Noted. 

9.3 WD/2018/0031/F ALTERATIONS TO RAISE ROOF HEIGHT OVER 
EXISTING LIVING ROOM TO PROVIDE FIRST FLOOR STUDY WITH LINK 
TO MAIN HOUSE. ARCHERS, SUMMERSALES HILL, LONDON ROAD, 
CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1UT – Noted. 

 WITHDRAWN - WD/2017/0950/F BEECH GREEN PARK, BEECH GREEN 
LANE, WITHYHAM, TN7 4DB. DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BARN AND 
ERECTION OF DWELLING – Noted. 

 ISSUE -  WD/2018/0043/LDE GARDENERS COTTAGE, BEECH GREEN 
PARK, BEECH GREEN LANE, WITHYHAM, TN7 4DB. USE OF THE 
PROPERTY FOR RESIDENTIAL USE IN EXCESS OF 4 YEARS – Noted. 

 

10. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA - None 
 
11. MATTERS OF URGENT IMPORTANCE FOR NOTING OR INCLUSION ON 

A FUTURE AGENDA - None 
 

12. DATE OF MEETING - to note that the date of the next meeting is on Monday 
26th March 2018 at 7pm in the Parish Office, The Old Station, Groombridge. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 7.29pm 


