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Minutes of the WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held at 
GROOMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL on 17th April 2023 at 7.15pm 

 
PRESENT Cllrs Nick Anderson, Andrew Fane, Alan Gaukroger, 

Robert Gordon-James, Keith Obbard, Jill Pardey, Penny 
Lawne, Judi Tuke, Paul Watkins (Chair), Linsey Winter 

 
In attendance: Deborah Siddle - Clerk (minutes)  
    
Members of the public are encouraged to attend meetings and there is a 
10-minute opportunity for members of the public to address the Council. 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
1. ENQUIRE WHETHER ANYONE PRESENT INTENDS TO FILM, 
PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR RECORD THE MEETING: None. 
 
2. APOLOGIES – Cllr Diana Kelly – family commitment 
       County Cllr Georgia Taylor  
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - None 
 
4. FINANCE: 

 4.1 Note the report showing payments made to date against budgets 
 Noted 
 
  4.2 Authorise the payment of April invoices/note regular payments 

Payments made from the 2022/23 Budget for noting (see Finance   
Committee minutes 27th March 2023): 

 

 
 

 
 

Noted. 
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 2023/24 Budget payments for authorisation: 
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002468  RESOLVED to pay the April invoices listed above, to pay by BACS/sign the 

cheques accordingly. 
 
  4.3 Consider quotes: accessible roundabout 

July 2023 Council resolved to add a wheelchair accessible piece of 
equipment once income was confirmed. 
 
The Clerk updated Council that the majority of the funds had been secured 
from local fundraising and that the Playground Group was keen to place an 
order so that the roundabout could be installed as close to the opening of 
the whole playground as possible. 
 
The Clerk had obtained 3 quotes from Southern Landscapes & 
Construction, Kompan and Playdale. 

002469 RESOLVED to accept the quote from Playdale for £11,545.55 on the basis 
of it being one of the lower quotes and the shortest timescale. 

 
002470 RESOLVED to utilise the Groombridge Playground contingency for any 

shortfall in funds for the roundabout in order to place the order as soon as 
possible. 

 
 Councillors asked about drainage between the Guide Hut and the 

playground. The Clerk confirmed that this was being investigated by a 
drainage expert. 

 
 Councillors raised some residents’ concerns about there being no fencing 

around the playground equipment. The Clerk confirmed that new signage 
by the playground bin instructs people to keep dogs on leads in the vicinity 
of the play area, and that children should be supervised at all times. 

 
Council noted that, at the request of the playground group, it had agreed 
not to install fencing and to instead utilise funds for the equipment. It would 
monitor the situation in future.  

 
 5. MATTERS OF URGENT IMPORTANCE FOR NOTING OR INCLUSION 

ON FUTURE AGENDA  
This was the last Council meeting before elections. The Clerk confirmed 
that 9 people had submitted nomination papers and the Parish would 
therefore have an uncontested election. The 4 Councillors who were not 
standing (Cllrs Fane, Obbard, Paulson-Ellis and Watkins) were thanked for 
their commitment and involvement. 
 
The 4 vacant seats can be co-opted after 4th May. The 9 remaining 
Councillors noted that there would be a higher workload to share and could 
look at efficiencies such as representation on outside bodies at the Annual 
Statutory Meeting. 

  
 6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Annual Statutory Meeting) - Monday 15th 

May 2023 at Groombridge Old Station at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified 
by the agenda. 

The meeting closed at 7.32pm 


